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TITLE: USE PERMIT NO. UP2005-26 and "S" ZONE AMENDMENT NO. 

SA2005-85 
Proposal: A request to locate cellular telephone antennas in a cylindrical radome 

near the top of an existing 95-foot tall stadium light located at the 
northeast corner of the athletic field, and an associated equipment cabinet, 
at the Milpitas High School athletic field. 

Location: 1285 Escuela Parkway 
APN: 026-18-003 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve with Conditions 
Applicant: T-Mobile, 1855 Gateway Boulevard, 9th Floor, Concord CA 94520 
Property Owner: Milpitas Unified School District, attn: Dr. Karl Black, 1331 E. Calaveras 

Boulevard, Milpitas, CA 95035 
Previous Action(s): Metro PCS received approval of UP2004-11 for a cellular telephone 

antenna array in a cylindrical enclosure (similar to the one proposed by 
UP2005-26/SA2005-85) in an existing stadium light and associated CMU 
equipment enclosure on Jun 23, 2004.  The Metro PCS antenna is located 
on the stadium antenna at the southeast corner of the athletic field. 

General Plan Designation: Single Family Low Density 
Present Zoning: R1-6, Single Family 
Existing Land Use: School 
Agenda Sent To: Applicant & Owner 
Attachments: Plans 
 Letter of Explanation 
 Telecommunications Questionnaire 
 T-Mobile Milpitas Development Plans 
 Photo Simulations 

FCC License 
Radio Frequency Analysis 

PJ#2444 
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BACKGROUND 
The project is located at 1285 Escuela Parkway at Milpitas High School, located north of Jacklin 
Avenue in the northern half of the city.  Milpitas High School opened in September 1970.  The school 
is located within an existing single-family residential neighborhood. 
 
THE APPLICATION/PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The application is filed pursuant to Title XI, Chapter 10, Section 57.02-13 (Conditional Uses, 
Additional Uses Permitted – Public utility and public service use or structure) and ‘S’ Zone Approval, 
pursuant to Title XI, Chapter 10, Section 42.00 (Site and Architectural Review).  The applicant is 
requesting a use permit and ‘S’ Zone to locate telecommunication antennas near the top of an existing 
95 foot tall light pole at the northeast corner of the athletic field at the western end of the campus with 
associated electronic equipment cabinets located inside a covered CMU (concrete masonry unit) 
enclosure adjacent to, and north of, the existing bleachers. 
Site Layout 
The location of the monopole will be the stadium light pole at the northeastern corner of the football 
field.  The associated equipment in the 150 square foot enclosure will be located to the north, and 
adjacent to, the bleachers.  The football field is on the eastern portion of the campus. 
ISSUES 
Use Permit Findings 
Any approval of a Use Permit, requires that the Planning Commission make the following findings: 
1. The proposed use is consistent with the Milpitas Zoning Ordinance.  
2. The proposed use is consistent with the Milpitas General Plan. 
3. The proposed use, at the proposed location will not be detrimental or injurious to property or 

improvements in the vicinity nor to the public health, safety, and general welfare. 
‘S’ Zone Findings 
Any approval of an ‘S’ Zone, requires that the Planning Commission make the following findings: 
1. The proposed use is consistent with the Milpitas Zoning Ordinance.  
2. The proposed use is consistent with the Milpitas General Plan. 
3. The layout of the site and design of the proposed buildings, structures and landscaping are 

compatible and aesthetically harmonious with adjacent and surrounding development. 
 
The following discussion explains how the proposed project, as conditioned, is able to satisfy these 
findings. 
Conformance with the Zoning Ordinance  
The project as proposed conforms to the Zoning Ordinance.  The Zoning Ordinance, Section 57 (57.01 
(b), 57.02-15, and 57.03-5) allows for the proposed use to be approved in this district if it is deemed 
essential or desirable to the public, suitable to the site, and not detrimental or injurious to properties in 
the vicinity.  The proposed site of the antennas is in the eastern portion of the campus, with the high 
school located in the middle of a single-family residential area.  The antennas will be mounted near the 
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top of a 95-foot tall stadium light and will be inside a cylindrical radome.  The proposed facility blends 
in well with the site and the light fixture and the CMU enclosure matches the existing buildings on the 
campus.  None of the equipment will be visible from any views.  In addition, the facility will provide 
enhanced coverage for T-Mobile cell phone users and will prevent dropped and lost calls. As stated 
above, Metro PCS has received approval of an antenna array in the stadium light immediately to the 
south of the stadium light T-Mobile proposes to use.  The proposed T-Mobile antenna array and 
associated enclosure will be consistent with the already existing Metro PCS antenna array and 
equipment enclosure. 
Conformance with the General Plan 
The project is consistent with the General Plan.  By providing for alternate telecommunications 
services for the conduct of commercial and personal business without creating aesthetic disharmony, it 
promotes a highly amenable community environment, in keeping with Guiding Principle 2.a-G-1. 
Compatibility and harmony of the site layout and design of the proposed buildings, structures 
and landscaping with adjacent and surrounding development 
The proposed antenna array will be concealed within a cylindrical enclosure near the top of an existing 
stadium antenna.  The associated CMU equipment container will be located to the north of the 
bleachers and will have a roof type and be painted a color consistent with that of local buildings. The 
antenna enclosure is located in the center of the high school campus and will not have a visual impact 
on the surrounding neighborhood. 
Radio Frequency Emissions:  
Federal law preserves the City’s authority to regulate the placement, construction, and modification of 
personal wireless service facilities (47 U.S.C. 332((c)(7)(A).)  However, federal law does impose a 
limitation on this authority in the area of radio frequency (RF) emissions.  The City is prohibited by 
federal law from regulating the placement, construction, and modification of personal wireless service 
facilities on the basis of the environmental effects of RF emissions to the extent the facilities comply 
with the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) regulations concerning such emissions. (47 
U.S.C. 332(c)(7)(B)(iv). 
The FCC has established guidelines that place limits on human exposure to RF fields generated by 
personal wireless service facilities.  These guidelines have been endorsed by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Food and Drug Administration.  The FCC requires all personal wireless 
facilities to comply with these guidelines. 
The City, however, may still verify that applicants are in compliance with the FCC’s guidelines.  
Therefore, the City requires applicants applying for use approval for any telecommunications device to 
submit a power density report.  This report is reviewed by the City’s Telecommunications Advisory 
Commission to ensure compliance with the FCC’s guidelines.  To the extent that an applicant’s 
facilities, as proposed, are not in compliance with the FCC’s guidelines, the City may require the 
applicant to make appropriate modifications to the facilities to ensure compliance. 
Telecommunications Commission Review 
The City of Milpitas Telecommunication Commission reviewed this project on February 27, 2006.  
Comments and concerns raised by the Telecommunication Commission were in regard to the 
consistency and compatibility of the proposed antenna array with the array approved in 2004.  Staff 
and the applicant stated that the array location and enclosure will be similar to that approved in 2004.  
The security of the equipment enclosure was a concern.  The applicant addressed the issue by stating 
that the CMU enclosure would be securely locked and satisfied the commission that the equipment 
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enclosure will be secure.  The Telecommunication Commission recommends approval of the proposal 
to the Planning Commission. 
RECOMMENDATION 
Close the Public Hearing. Approve Use Permit No. UP2005-26 and SA2005-85 based on the Findings 
and Special Conditions of Approval listed below: 
FINDINGS 
1. As conditioned, the proposed antenna/monopole at this location will not be detrimental or injurious 

to the surrounding development nor to the public health and safety, as reviewed by the 
Telecommunications Commission Committee in regards to equipment and safety issues.   

2. As conditioned, the proposed use meets the intent of the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance by 
providing for alternate telecommunications services for the conduct of commercial and personal 
business without creating aesthetic disharmony at the site or impacts on surrounding development. 

3. As conditioned, the project will not result in any significant visual or aesthetic impacts because the 
proposed antennae/monopole is visually disguised within a cylindrical container located near the 
top of an existing light standard. 

4. The project is categorically exempt from further environmental review pursuant to Class 3, Section 
15303 – “New construction or conversion of small structures … installation of small new 
equipment and facilities in small structures”. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
1. Use Permit No. UP2005-26 and ‘S’ Zone No. SA2005-85 are for a telecommunications antenna 

facility consisting of three panels in a cylindrical radome on an existing 95 foot tall light pole at the 
northeast corner of the playing field at Milpitas High School and associated electronic equipment 
and cabinets inside a new enclosure as shown on approved plans dated December 16, 2005, except 
as may be otherwise modified by these conditions of approval.  Any future addition of antennas or 
modification to approved plans, shall require further review and approval by the Milpitas 
Telecommunications Commission and Planning Commission. (P)  

2. Any change in any dimension or location of the proposed antenna, cabinets, and enclosure from 
that shown on the plans approved December 16, 2005, shall require an amendment to this Use 
Permit and ‘S’ Zone, which will require a noticed public hearing. (P) 

3. This use shall be conducted in compliance with all appropriate local, state and federal laws and 
regulations and in conformance with the approved plans. (P) 

4. Prior to any work, applicant shall obtain review and approval from the Division of the State 
Architect (DSA).(F) 

5. Prior to facility installation, plans shall be submitted that show how the project complies with the 
following requirements (F): 
a. Approved access shall be provided to the equipment enclosure.  Provide KNOX lock (quantity 

and location to be determined by the Fire Dept.) for Fire Department access.  CFC (California 
Fire Code) Section 902.4. 

b. Equipment enclosure/room shall be posted with signage identifying the company name and the 
site identification number.  Signage shall be posed outside and inside the enclosure/room.  
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c. The location shall be labeled for the hazard with a sign approved for location and content by 
the Fire Department.  Signage shall conform to the NFPA 704 standards.  Signage shall be 
posted outside and inside of the enclosure/room.  

d. NO SMOKING signs shall be posed outside and inside the equipment enclosure/room.  CFC 
Section 1109.4. 

e. Each antennae shall be identified to denote its function, i.e., transmitter or receiver antennae. 
f. Shutdown of transmitter antennas shall be provided.  Written shutdown procedures (including 

remote shutdown) shall be provided to the Milpitas Fire Department Inspector at the time of 
inspection.  Fire Department inspection shall include system shutdown.  

g. For remote shutdown process, the phone number, the specific SITE I.D. number shall be posted 
outside of the equipment enclosure, on the face of the wireless equipment cabinet, at the 
electrical equipment (if different location than the wireless equipment), roof hatch, fire control, 
and other access points to the transmitter antennae. 

h. If manual shutdown mechanism is located on site, the shutdown mechanism shall be identified.  
i. Prior to final permit signoff, the installer shall call for an inspection by the Fire Department to 

verify labeling, signage and transmission shutdown. 

6. If at the time of project conformance with conditions of approval there is a project job account 
balance due to the City for recovery of review fees, review of plans will not be initiated until the 
balance is paid in full. (P) 

7. Roofing material shall be class “C” minimum per 2001 CBC, Table 15-A. (B) 
8. Paving proposed shall comply with the 2002 Milpitas Municipal Code, section II-13-18.  All flat 

non-structural concrete work shall be per 2002 Milpitas Municipal Code section II-13-17.05. (B) 
9. All equipment weighing over 400 pounds shall be seismically anchored and braced per 2001 CBC 

section 1632.  Provide complete structural design calculation (vertical and lateral) and construction 
details when applying for building permit.  Plans and calculation shall be wet signed and stamped 
by a Civil Engineer in the State of California. (B) 

10. Prior to building permit issuance, developer must pay all applicable development fees, including 
but not limited to, plan check and inspection deposit fees. (E) 

(P)  = Planning Division 
(F) = Fire Department 
(B) = Building Department 
(E) = Engineering Division 
 








































































